
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER               +              May 3, 2020 ~ #7 Letter 

Readings:  +Acts 2:14a, 36-41  +1 Peter 2:20b-25  +John 10:1-10 

 

Dear Parishioner…Around & About Ste. Rose, 

2020 Annual Catholic Appeal 

During this COVID 19 pandemic the 2020 Annual Catholic Campaign is in progress.  

As of April 27, 2020, the ACA has received $35,867 from the parishioners of Ste. 

Rose de Lima Parish.  As you can imagine, as this COVID 19 pandemic continues, 

there will be many families seeking additional assistance from “The Church” due to 

unemployment and other financial hardships.  If you can afford to contribute this 

year, your contribution will assist the ACA to respond to individuals as well as 

human service agencies.  To make a contribution please either use the campaign 

materials that were sent to you via USPS or logging onto: www.diospringfield.org 

and clicking on the 150th Anniversary icon.  If using the website, please be sure to 

indicate your parish in order to have your contribution added to the totals of the 

parish.  Thank You! 

Sunday Offering for April 26th 

The parish deposited a little more than $7,400.00!  Thank you for your generosity 

during this pandemic.  This amount includes contributions made to Ste. Rose de 

Lima Parish through the diocesan website as a check was mailed to the parish.  

Nearly $800.00 was contributed to the parish through this process.  Thank You! 

In our parish 

The COVID 19 pandemic has affected several members of our parish family as a 

contributing factor to the passing of family members and friends.  Please keep all 

COVID 19 victims and their grieving families in your thoughts and prayers.   

Funerals, Weddings, Baptisms, etc 

As the COVID 19 pandemic continues to hold us to limited social gatherings, the 

following guidelines are in place at least through May 18th (possibly longer): 

Funerals: Funeral Home services are allowed with the understanding that the service 

is private and limited to ten attendees both at the funeral home and the cemetery.  

When Governor Baker lifts the public ban and unessential services are permitted to 

return to the “open” status, Ste. Rose de Lima Parish will offer a Memorial Mass for 

http://www.diospringfield.org/


all persons who passed into eternal life during the pandemic.  Obviously, the date is 

still undetermined; however, ample notification of the date will be provided.   

Weddings: Many of the Spring weddings have been re-scheduled to late summer and 

early fall.  We hope and pray that these re-scheduled ceremonies will be celebrated 

with the new dates.   

Baptisms: All baptisms have been postponed until further notice.  Again, when the 

ban is lifted families will be notified about the resumption of the Sacrament of 

Baptism. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation: Confirmation will be re-scheduled for either 

September or October.   

First Communion has been re-scheduled for August 29, 2020.   

R.C.I.A: The candidates who were preparing for the Easter Sacraments will not need 

to wait until Easter 2021.  The diocese will announce a “special” opportunity for the 

RCIA candidates to be received into the Church in the fall.   

Pastoral Visits to area hospitals and nursing homes will resume only after the ban 

from these institutions are lifted.  Home visitations will return as soon as it is safe to 

do so.   

And finally, 

I trust that this week’s letter finds each of us united in our thoughts and 

prayers during this extended time of social distancing and isolation.  Parish life has 

been affected by COVID 19 in a rather significant way.  I sense from your “notes of 

encouragement” from emails, voice mails, and written notes in your Sunday 

Offering envelopes, a longing to return to Sunday Mass to celebrate the Eucharist.  

I share that same sentiment.  As you are aware, Governor Baker has extended the 

stay at home directive until May 18th.  While we may feel disappointed about this 

extension, I believe it is better to extend the social isolation directive rather than 

return too soon with the potential of greater consequences from this pandemic.  The 

citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts have experienced a significant 

amount of the loss of life from complications of this virus.  I encourage all of us to 

be faithful to this “social isolation.”  Please stay home as much as possible.  When 

you need to go out shopping etcetera, be sure to wear a mask in order to protect 

others.  Our Christianity demands that we have a share in promoting the health and 

well-being of your neighbors.  Upon your return home, be sure to wash your hands 



and to disinfect any purchase(s) that you bring into your home.  The COVID 19 virus 

can live on surfaces for up to 72 hours.   

As for myself, I am keeping the social distancing directive.  I have been 

remarkably busy with both funeral home services and graveside services.  I continue 

to monitor all US Mail, email, and voice mail.  I am counting and depositing the 

Sunday Offering every Tuesday.  The staff is coming to the Pastoral Center on an 

“as needed” basis to continue the ongoing business of the parish.  If you leave either 

emails or voice mails for the staff, please be patient as they will respond to you.  The 

parish is keeping up with all invoices for all our vendors.  Everyone is being paid on 

time.  Sunday Mass continues to be recorded for your viewing on this website, 

Facebook, and You Tube (Search for: Ste Rose de Lima.)   

When needed, I am going shopping for groceries and other household 

necessities.  While in the stores, though I am wearing a mask and civilian clothing, 

I am amazed at how many of you recognize me!!!   It is wonderful to say hello and 

have a brief conversation.  I continue to cook, vacuum, do laundry, and clean the 

rectory kitchen and the bathrooms.  Being born third of six children,  domestic work 

is nothing new to me – I like it!  As we move forward together through this crisis, let 

us keep each other in our thoughts and prayers.  May God bless us throughout this 

Easter season.  Perhaps, with the subsiding of COVID 19, we can celebrate 

Pentecost Sunday together in our parish church of Ste. Rose de Lima. 

With pastoral love and peace, 

Fr. Bill  

 

PARISH STAFF CAN BE REACHED AT: 

Rev. William Tourigny, Pastor:  frbill@sterose.org 

Deacon Michael Trznadel:  deaconmike@sterose.org 

Peggy Constant, Pastoral Minister:  peggy@sterose.org 

Cindee Gagnon, DRE:  cindee@sterose.org 

Diane Bissonnette, Parish Secretary:  diane@sterose.org  
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